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FIG. 1d 
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FIG 2 
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FIG 3 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 7 
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FIG. 7a 
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FIG. 7b 
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FIG 11 
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FIG 14a 
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ATTACHMENT FOR FILESHPERCNG 
JEWELRY 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. S 119 to 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/914,607, 
filed Apr. 27, 2007, the disclosure of which is incorporated in 
its entirety herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to jewelry for the ear or other 
flesh piercing jewelry by facilitating the addition of ornamen 
tal elements to plugs, tubes, posts, or other flesh piercing 
jewelry which are placed in a pierced hole and sometime 
expanded in the ear lobe, eyebrow, lip, navel, nose, nipple, 
etc. 

Plugs, Posts, Flesh Tubes and other flesh piercing jewelry 
are commonly worn in various diameters that vary in diam 
eter from less than one millimeter to sizes as large as desired. 
Flesh Tubes commonly are designed as a single piece of tube 
usually with a through hole. Flesh Tubes also generally have 
flanges on either end to enhance the ability to remain in the 
hole within the piercing site such as an ear lobe. Some Flesh 
Tubes are designed to use a removable elastomeric flange 
Such as an o-ring to enhance the ability to remain in the 
piercing site. Additionally, many Flesh Tubes also are fabri 
cated from two tubular elements that thread together such that 
they are easier to place in the piercing site. These pieces of 
jewelry are generally flush with the surface of the piercing site 
Such as the ear and do not posses any dangling elements 
commonly found in other more conventional jewelry designs. 

Conventional post earrings or other piecing jewelry 
include a wire or post for penetrating skin. A first end of the 
post is provided with a gemstone or other ornament, and the 
second end of the post is provided with a removable clasp or 
anchor. The ornamental component on the jewelry is nor 
mally not exchangeable. 

It is desired to be able to add ornamentation or a dangling 
ornamental element to all the aforementioned Flesh Plugs and 
Flesh Tubes, Posts and all Flesh Piercing Jewelry in general. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Flesh Plugs and Tubes and piercing devices are generally 
cylindrical in shape and fabricated from stainless steel. The 
invention is comprised of a feature or a element added to a 
standard Flesh Plug or Tube or Piercing Device, which pro 
vides a means for attaching dangling ornamentation or oth 
erwise a place to display decoration or ornamentation. The 
element may be placed on the outside diameter or flange or in 
some cases replace the inner or outer flange of the Flesh Plug 
or Tube or Piercing Device. Additionally, an element can be 
placed in the inside diameter of the Flesh Tube. This inserted 
element would possess features that allow it to lock securely 
into the Flesh Tube and possibly a means for attaching dan 
gling ornamentation. A chain or other dangling element 
would be attached to said means which would terminate with 
an attachment to any form of ornament. The face of Such 
inserted element could also be used for decorative purposes. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a device and methods for attaching a second 
ornamental object to an earring post or other flesh piercing 
post having a first ornamental object. This enables removable 
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2 
attachment of any of a variety of second ornamental objects to 
existing earrings or other flesh piercing jewelry. 

In one aspect, the invention comprises an ornamental Sup 
port for attaching an ornament to a flesh piercing device of the 
type having a flesh piercing post. The Support comprises a 
first connector, configured for attachment to the post on a 
flesh-piercing device. The first connector may comprise an 
annular band, defining an aperture for receiving the post. The 
Support additionally comprises a second connector, config 
ured for Supporting an ornament from the Support. 
The first connector may be configured for releasable con 

nection to the post. The second connector may comprise an 
aperture, a post, a hook, or other attachment structure for 
Supporting an ornament. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a method of attaching a second orna 
mental object to a flesh piercing device of the type having a 
first ornamental object and a flesh piercing post. The method 
comprises the steps of providing a flesh piercing device hav 
ing a post with a first end and a second end, and a first 
ornamental object on the first end. A Support structure is 
provided, having a first connector configured to attach to the 
post. The first connector is thereafter attached to the post. 
The method may additionally comprise the step of attach 

ing a second ornamental object to the Support structure, so 
that the second ornamental object can hang from the flesh 
piercing device. The method may additionally comprise the 
step of advancing the post through tissue of a wearer so that 
the first connector is positioned in-between the first ornamen 
tal object and the wearer's skin. The attaching the first con 
nector to the post step may comprise advancing the post 
through an aperture in the Support structure. 

Further features and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent to those of skill in the art in view of the 
detailed description of preferred embodiments which fol 
lows, when considered together with the attached drawings 
and claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1a illustrates a conventional flesh tube. 
FIG. 1b illustrates a flesh tube as in FIG. 1, including an 

ornamentation hanging feature inaccordance with the present 
invention. 

FIG.1c illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 
structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG.1d illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

feature in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 2 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 3 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 4 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

feature in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 5 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 6 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 7a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG.7b illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

feature in accordance with the present invention. 
FIG. 8 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 

structure in accordance with the present invention. 
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FIG. 9 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 
structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG.10 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 
structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG.11 illustrates an alternative ornamentation attachment 
structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 12a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 12b illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment feature in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 13a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 13b illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment feature in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 14a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 15a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 16a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment structure in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 17a illustrates an alternative ornamentation attach 
ment feature in accordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Several of the Figures and Embodiments as described 
below depict application of the proposed devices to a standard 
ear plug design (1) with rigid front and back flanges (2) on the 
plug. As shown in FIG. 1A, this is a plug with a screw 
together front and back (3). However the application of the 
proposed devices would work equally well on many other 
plug, post, or piercing device configurations and designs. 
The embodiment in FIG.1b is based on a plug as described 

above with the addition of an attachment element such as a 
hole (30) which could be located in the front flange (2) or rear 
flange or elsewhere on the body (1) which would serve the 
purpose of hanging chains, decorations, standard pierced ear 
wires or posts, or other ornaments or jewelry. 

Referring to FIG.1c, this embodiment is based on a plug as 
described above with an integrated feature (31) such as an 
attachment loop which could be located in the front flange or 
rear flange (2) or elsewhere on the body (1) which would 
serve the purpose of hanging chains, decorations, standard 
pierced ear wires or posts, or other ornaments or jewelry. 

Referring to FIG. 1d, in this embodiment, the attachment 
element (4) is a flat tab having an aperture to form an attach 
ment eye, Supported by a second, larger ring or washer coaxi 
ally carried by the outer diameter of the cylindrical Plug (1) 
and is contained between the ear and adjacent front or rear 
flange (2) of the plug, and is shaped and used as a hanging 
device for chains, decorations, standard pierced ear wires or 
posts, or other ornaments or jewelry. The second ring may be 
rotatable or fixed with respect to the body of plug 1. 
As shown in FIG. 2, this embodiment of the device (5) is a 

wire-form having a loop which surrounds the tubular body 1 
and is contained between the ear and adjacent front or rear 
flange (2) of the plug, and is shaped with an eye or aperture 
and used as a hanging device for chains, decorations, standard 
pierced ear wires or posts, or other ornaments or jewelry. 

In FIG. 3, this embodiment of the device (4) is contained 
between the ear and adjacent front or rear flange (2) of the 
plug, and is shaped and used as a hanging device. This 
embodiment shows a decoration (7) hanging from the device 
by a Suspension element such as a chain (8). 

Referring to FIG. 4, this embodiment of the device (4) is 
contained between the ear and adjacent front or rear flange (2) 
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4 
of the plug, and is shaped and used as a hanging device. This 
embodiment shows as standard earring wire (10) hooked 
through an aperture on the device 4, with a decoration (7) 
removably hanging from the device (4). 

In FIG. 5, the embodiment of the device (11) includes a 
Support ring contained between the ear and adjacent front or 
rear flange (2) of the plug, and is shaped or is integral with a 
design or ornament that extends from the Support and is 
visible beyond the boundary of the plug flange. 

In FIG. 6, the embodiment of the plug (1) has an added 
radially inwardly extending circumferential groove feature 
(12) on one flange, for the purpose of containing the Support 
loop portion of a wire device (13) that is shaped and used as 
a hanging device for chains, decorations, standard pierced ear 
wires, or other ornaments. 

In FIG. 7, this embodiment depicts application of the 
device to a standard ear plug design (14) with elastomeric 
o-rings (15) to hold it within the ear. The shown embodiment 
includes a ring type hanger (4) with a Support ring for encir 
cling the cylindrical body of the plug 14 and an attached chain 
(8) and ornament (7). The embodiment could include all of 
the other proposed configurations stated within this document 
for the screw-together type of plug (1), including a wire-form 
hanger (5), inserts and decorations and methods for attach 
ment to the plug. 

In FIG. 7a, this embodiment depicts application of the 
device to a standard ear plug design (14) with an elastomeric 
o-ring (15) located in a circumferential groove in the rear 
(medial) portion of the plug and an elastomeric device (27) 
located in a groove in the front (lateral) portion of the device. 
The combination of these elastomeric devices is used to hold 
the plug body within the ear. The front or rear device (27) 
would also contain a hanger portion (28), which includes an 
aperture or other attachment structure configured to attach a 
chain (8) and ornament (7). The device (27) can also be 
envisioned as a cap which could cover or partially cover the 
end of the plug. The embodiment could include all of the other 
proposed configurations stated within this document for the 
screw-together type of plug (1), including a wire-form hanger 
(5), inserts and decorations and methods for attachment to the 
plug. 

In FIG. 7b, this embodiment depicts application of the 
device to a standard ear plug design (14) with an elastomeric 
o-ring (15) located in a groove in the rear portion of the plug 
and an elastomeric device (29) located in a groove in the front 
portion of the device on the front portion of the device. The 
combination of these elastomeric devices is used to hold the 
plug body within the ear. The front or rear device (29) could 
also be ornamental in shape or decorative itself. The device 
could also have a hanging feature or hole to facilitate the 
addition of a chain or ornament. The device (29) can also be 
envisioned as a cap, which could cover or partially cover the 
end of the plug. The embodiment could include all of the other 
proposed configurations stated within this document for the 
screw-together type of plug (1), including a wire-form hanger 
(5), inserts and decorations and methods for attachment to the 
plug. 

In FIG. 8, this embodiment of the device consists of a 
flexible insert (16) that can be inserted into the lumen of the 
plug (1). The insert includes at least one radially outwarding 
extending retention tab for engaging the medial Surface of the 
body, and is held in place by a center-post (17) with a feature 
(18) on its face that is shaped and used as a hanging device for 
chains, decorations, standard pierced ear wires, or other orna 
ments. The face of the center-post may also be decorative. In 
other embodiments there could be other methods of holding 
the decorative center-post within the lumen of the plug. 
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In FIG. 9, this embodiment of the device consists of a 
flexible insert (16) that can be inserted into the lumen of the 
plug (1). The insert is held in place by a center-post (20). The 
face of the center-post is decorative and may contain designs, 
symbols, logos, jewelry, etc. In other embodiments there 
could be other methods of holding the decorative center-post 
within the lumen of the plug. In other embodiments a face 
plate without a center-post could be attached to the insert. The 
faceplate may be decorative and may contain designs, sym 
bols, logos, text, jewelry, etc. 

In FIG. 10, this embodiment of the device consists of a 
flexible insert (21) that can be inserted and secured into the 
lumen of the plug (1). The insert is held in place by its own 
flexibility. A faceplate (22) is held in a groove (23) or is 
otherwise attached to the flexible insert that has a feature (24) 
shaped and used as a hanging device for chains, decorations, 
standard pierced ear wires, or other ornaments. The faceplate 
(22) may be decorative and may contain designs, symbols, 
logos, text, jewelry, etc. 

In FIG. 11, this embodiment of the device consists of a 
flexible insert (25) that can be inserted and secured into the 
lumen of the plug. The insert (25) is held in place by an 
interference fit with the plug, and its own flexibility. A wire 
form (26) is held in a radially inwardly facing annular groove 
or is otherwise attached to the flexible insert and is shaped 
with an eye or other hanging device for chains, decorations, 
standard pierced ear wires, or other ornaments. There may 
also be a faceplate that may be decorative and may contain 
designs, symbols, logos, jewelry, etc. 

FIGS. 12a and 12b, this embodiment shows the hanging 
device (33) assemble to an arc or ring (32) which could be 
used to pierce the navel, eyebrow, lip, nose, nipple, etc. The 
related ornamentation (35) could be attached directly to the 
piercing ring with just a link (32) or the addition of a chain 
(34). 

FIGS. 13a and 13b, this embodiment shows the ornamen 
tation (35) added to a standard piercing post (36) such as may 
be used in the ear or nose, etc. The device includes a first 
aperture for receiving the post 36 and a second aperture or 
other attachment structure for receiving a secondary compo 
nent of jewelry. The device provides a hanger feature which 
could be used to hang a standard ear ring hook (37) type wire 
with its associated ornamentation as shown in FIG.13b, or as 
a hanger with a link (33) or chain (34) to attach the ornamen 
tation as in FIG. 13a. 

FIG. 14a, this embodiment shows the ornamentation (35) 
added to a standard piercing hoop type ear ring (38) Such as 
may be used in the ear or nose, etc. The device may provide a 
hanger feature that could be used with a link (33) or chain (34) 
to attach the ornamentation as in FIG. 13a. 

FIG. 15a, this embodiment shows the plug ring with a 
decoration integrally attached to the ring. 

FIG. 16a, this embodiment shows the plug ring with an 
integrated design or in this case a logo (“S”) that also serves 
as the hanging feature by which to add a chain or additional 
ornamentation. 

FIG. 17a, this embodiment shows a dumbbell shaped ear 
plug (39) onto which an elastomeric device (40) has be 
stretched over the end and which is either decorative itselfor 
which provides a hanging feature or hole which would allow 
for the addition of a chain or additional ornamentation as in 
FIG. 13. 

All of the embodiments can be considered independent of 
the size, gage, shape, or general design of the plug, or other 
flesh piercing device including methods of attachment or 
insertion into the piercing site. 
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6 
All embodiments and components can be considered to be 

made from a variety of materials including, but not limited to, 
stainless steel, titanium, silver, gold, fabric, plastics, elas 
tomers, rubber, etc. 

All of the embodiments can be considered applicable to 
any other body modification device besides plugs for ear lobe 
enlargement, and in particular to any that are used to pierce or 
enlarge openings in the flesh. This would include standard 
pierced ear posts, and devices for piercing the navel, eyebrow, 
nose, lip tongue, nipple, etc. 

All of the embodiments contain elements and features that 
can be mixed and matched to produce any combination or 
portion of the described embodiments. 

All of the above embodiments and features described as 
being positioned between the front flange and the ear could 
equally well be positioned between the rear flange and the 
back of the ear lobe. 

All of the embodiments and features for the device could 
also be envisioned to be added to a standard pierced ear posts, 
and devices for piercing the navel, eyebrow, nose, lip tongue, 
nipple, etc. for the purpose of adding decoration or ornamen 
tation. 

It may also be envisioned that magnets could be used to 
hold sections of the Flesh Tubes, Plugs, Posts, or other pierc 
ing devices together, or to attach the related features or 
devices used to facilitate the addition of decoration or orna 
mentation. 

Elastomeric devices with decorations or ornamentation, or 
with features for adding decorations or ornamentation can be 
applied to any shaped plug or flesh-piercing device. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of attaching a second ornamental object to a 

flesh piercing device of the type having a first ornamental 
object and a flesh piercing hollow tube, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a flesh piercing device having a tube with a first 
end and a second end and a first ornamental object on the 
first end; 

providing a Support structure having a first connector con 
figured to attach to the tube, said first connector com 
prising an annular band defining an internal aperture; 
and 

attaching the first connector to the tube; 
advancing the tube through tissue of a wearer so that the 

first connector is positioned in between the first orna 
mental object and the wearer's skin; 

attaching a second ornamental object to the Support struc 
ture so that the second ornamental object can hang from 
the flesh piercing device. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said flesh piercing 
device comprises an earring. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said flesh piercing 
device comprises an ear plug. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said flesh piercing 
device is configured for piercing flesh selected from the group 
consisting of navel, eye brow, nose, lip, tongue, and nipple. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said support structure 
comprises a hook. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said support structure 
comprises a ring. 

7. A method of attaching a second ornamental object to a 
flesh piercing device of the type having a first ornamental 
object and a flesh piercing hollow tube, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a flesh piercing device having a tube with a first 
end and a second end and a first ornamental object on the 
first end; 
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providing a Support structure having a first connector con 
figured to attach to the tube, said first connector com 
prising an annular band defining an internal aperture; 
and 

attaching the first connector to the tube by advancing the 
tube through the aperture defined by the first connector. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said flesh piercing 
device comprises an earring. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein said flesh piercing 
device comprises an ear plug. 

10. The method of claim 7, wherein said flesh piercing 
device is configured for piercing flesh selected from the group 
consisting of navel, eye brow, nose, lip, tongue, and nipple. 

11. The method of claim 7, wherein said support structure 
comprises a hook. 

12. The method of claim 7, wherein said support structure 
comprises a ring. 

13. The method of claim 7, wherein said support structure 
is integrated with said second ornamental object. 

k k k k k 
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